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Basket of sanity
Amy Knapp, creator
of the datebook-style
Amy Knapp’s Family
Organizer 2004 and a
mom of two, ages 7
and 5, places a wicker
shopping basket by
her door. Everything
she needs for routine
errands and chores—
from library books

to small mending
projects—goes in-
side. She brings the
basket with her
whenever she leaves
the house. This way,
she never forgets a
task and also has a
project to tackle if
she gets stuck wait-
ing in line.
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Traveling 50lo Get ertands done
during lunch—everythings faster and
easier when the kids aren't with you.
Does your workplace have a fridge?
When Pam Kramer' kids, now 18
and 12, were younger, the Litleton,
Colorado, mam shopped for a handfl
of ditmer tems midday, leaving the
few perishables she bought clearly
marked in the offce efiigerator.
“This wasn't the big weekly shopping.
trip,” she says, “but t sure beat pick-
ingup the kids at daycare and then
heading to the store.”

Now that you've gotten yourselfin
order, fonly you could get your
husband and your kids to be as
organized as youarel e

\ Diane Benson Harrington s managing |
editor of Freelance Success, a website |
 (wwwreelancesuccess.com) and

newsletter for freelance writers. She lives
in Madison, Wisconsin.

After-school specials Whether
it’s gymnastics or swimming lessons, -
designate a bag for each child’s activity.
“We use a big duffel that holds my

son’s helmet, pads, shoes—everything

he needs for peewee football, plus an
extra pair of socks,” says Amy Knapp.
“After I wash his jersey and pants, I

stick them straight into the bag instead

of putting them away in his drawer.”
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